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Middle £ast reach "Process (C) 

This directive establ^shas^fo^termB -of reference for an 
Interagency review of our atrategy for the Middle East peace 
process over the coming year. The review should take account of 
the result* of A**i*tant Secretary of State Murphy* a trip to the 
region in January 1987 and offer recommendation* about our 
overall atrategy in time for the acheduled high-level visits by 
Middle East leaders in February and Mareh. The review should 
examine such questions ass (C) 

— What are the presen^folpfcts for a solution to the problem 
of Palestinian rep^ sen tati'&n?, What are the trends in 
Palestinian politics? Vt hat ahr the implications of current 
PLO gains in I*bi&bn?/^ "V 

— How can we strenftherrjord/^ 1 sjrole in the peace process and , 
its efforts to assert leadership on the Palestinian 
question? What furthe^BtepaTcould we take, e.g., in the 
Quality of Life area o^inJftrr bilateral relatione, to 
strengthen the King ^ ^ 

— How much flexibility does the Resent Israeli government 
have in pursulng ^the*<>aaoa ^proce ss? 

— What are the risks and benefits of an international 
conference in any of its current variants? Could such a 
conference be effective? How could ve protect ourselves 
from its inherent traps? Are there other approaches to an 
international framework that would be more effective or 
easier to manage? 
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— How do we prepare lor the contingency of a Soviet diplomatic 
initiative on the Middle last?,;* A range of possibilities 
should be examined, from 'Soviet restoration of diplomatic 
relations with Israel pb more dramatic events such as a 
■Tashkent-atyie* mediation ^ffer. How should we deal with 
other Soviet diplomatic elfoxta^to improve relations with 
moderate Arab countries? 

J 

The review should be *nde rtaYen by «n Interdepartmental Group 
chaired by the Assistant Secretary of State for Hear Eastern and 
South Asian Affairs and should be concluded on or about 
Jfebruary 13, 1987. (C) 





